State not ready to
bear pay hike burden

TIMES MEWS NETWORK

Gandhinagar/ Ahmedabad: The
Gujarat government has told the
Sixth Pay Commis=ion that it can-
not bear the exira burden which
might he thrust upon it as a resuli
of its recommendation of payv hike.

Chaired by Justice B N Srikr-
ishna, the Government of India-ap-
pointed commission was here on
Wednesday to seelk opinion on the
pay scale revision of Central gov-
ernment employees and its reper-
CUSSI0N in siates,

Chief Minister Narendra Modi
is learnt to have told the commis-
gion that the state would have to face
a “huge burden™ once its recom-
mendations are put into force, “You
should come up with some alterna-
tives,” he told Justice Srikrishna,
who 1g a retired Supreme Court
Judge. A few months ago, Modi hacd
told the Central government ii
shionald bear nearly 50 per cent of the
total burden arising out of the Sixth
Pay Commission burden on the
state exchequen

PAY COMMISSION

Itis time the commission
realised that the state
IAS officials do not work
for profit. The very fact
that IAS officials have got
good offers from the
private sector shows
what they are worth

SENIDR GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL

A somewhat different view was
expressed] at the meeting of thecom-
mizsion with chief sscretary Sud-
hir Mankad. Even as the CM
stressed on the nesd to link salaries
toperformance a senior official said,
“Tt 1= ime the comnussion realised
that the state TAS officials do not
worl for profit. Hence 1t 1= impossi-
ble to measure their pay scales as
they do it in the private secton The
very fact that TAS officials have gof
gooid offers from the private sector

shows what they are worth.”

Earlier, the commission heard
representation from the state TAS
Aszociations, where it was insisted
that the trend of 1AS bashing should
stopand “necessary respect” should
be given by bringing about parity in
pay scales. Senior bureaucrat Ravi
Saxena, representing the associa-
tion, =aid the IAS cadres are
“oroomed to perform certain
changes in society and its rale in de-
cision-making and nation-building
should be properly understood.”

Anita Karwal, who represented
the women officers, said, “The gov-
ernment should adopt a gender ap-
proach =o that women do not let go
afl opportunities. There should be
extension of the maternity leave
from four-and-a-half months to six
months and it should be available in
parts." Spealking for the yvounger of-
ficers, Mamta Verma said much re-
quires to be done to improve their
service conditions by “defendalis-
ingthe service,” Collectors earn less
zalary against the work they doin
whole districts,



